Dear Parent / Carer,
As we enter the Festive Season, a very warm welcome to our Christmas Newsletter,
the first for me as Head teacher of Morgan Academy and it is an honour to celebrate
with you the success of this year.
2016 has been an exciting year, with the introduction of the new Advanced Highers, the final phase of the new
qualifications. Staff have worked tirelessly to deliver exciting lessons and pupils have engaged willingly rewarded
by good examination results especially at Higher level.
The 33 period week has provided opportunities to broaden the curriculum and we have plans to expand the
vocational options for next session. This is essential in the ever changing climate of employment opportunities
and allows pupils to succeed in fields of interest outwith the traditional curriculum. I would encourage all pupils
who wish to stay on for the senior phase to select courses that fit their interests and needs. Over 90% of pupils
last session moved onto a positive destination supported by guidance staff and the careers service but our aim
to ensure every young person succeeds into a positive destination.
The new first years have settled well and as they mature we see them becoming a real part of the school
community. They are actively involved in school life and extracurricular activities, having done so well in the
recent swimming gala. Our senior pupils are taking their role as buddies very seriously and lead by example in
exemplary uniform and excellent behaviour. They have taken an increased role in organising events, supervision
and are great ambassadors for the school.
Leadership for all is a focus for the school and we have hosted the Anne Frank Exhibition led by younger pupils,
trained pupils as Peer Mediators, My World of Work Ambassadors and Buddies. Within these roles they will have
responsibility to deliver and support their peers. In addition, staff have been offered leadership opportunities
and willingly taken these up for the benefit of all and school improvement.
The Parent Council and Former Pupils Association play an important role in supporting the school. The parent
council engage in dialogue on school improvement, regularly meet and training is provided on specific topics by
the city. All parents and carers are welcome and I would encourage you come along. The next meeting is in
school at 6.30pm on Wednesday 18th January.
For me it has been an exciting and busy first term. I would like to thank everyone for such a warm and positive
welcome. I would like to acknowledge the hard work and commitment of all staff at Morgan, I am exceptionally
proud of their efforts and look forward to working with you in 2017. We remain focussed on the pupils, their
achievements and talents as we move into the challenges of the New Year.
I wish you all a magical Christmas.

Scottish Book Week
Our annual Scottish Book Week in November, involved all S1, S2 and some S3 visiting the Library to take part in
workshops by a Dundee Comic Space retired illustrator from DC Thompson - Jim Glen, and Craig Graham
Managing Editor of the Beano. Joe Lamb, local author and Alistair Wilson, Dundee City Libraries also made a
welcome return.
Mr Gillespie our newly published author and Teacher of Drama took part in a question and answer session for a
Higher English class chaired by Mrs Anderson. Mr Gillespie’s book “Photographing God” is now available on
Amazon.
Pupils also took part in the Library Book Buffet “sampling” various book related activities: matching book
characters to books, favourite foods of book characters and lots more. Our Literacy across the Curriculum board
game QUEST once again proved popular with some very competitive teams playing!
Pupils were also given the opportunity to take part in our
Scottish Images Bingo and Murder in the Library which this year
was “committed” by Ms McDonough with cyanide and the
victim Mrs Valentine.
Drop Everything and Read gave staff and pupils an opportunity
to have a read for 20mins each day.
To celebrate Book Week, Miss Adam and Mr Gillespie
performed a version of ‘It’s a Book’ by Lane Smith promoting
the joy of reading.
A highlight of this year’s events.

Royal Society Young People’s Book prize 2016
We were once again chosen to be judges for the Royal Society for Science Young People’s Non Fiction Book Prize.
Seven S1 classes visited the library once a week for 5 weeks to do various activities related to subject of the
books to be judged (see below).
The shortlisted books were as below with How Machines Work by David McAuley being chosen as the overall
winner.

DSMT 2016
As many of you will be aware, the final curtain of the Dundee Schools Music Theatre season came down when
'Legally Blonde, The Musical' came to an end! Three weeks of sold-out theatres saw audiences stunned by the
slick and professional productions.
Dundee Schools Music Theatre impressed once again this year, staging three fantastic shows: Barnum, Starlight
Express and Legally Blonde. Morgan Academy were extremely well represented on stage in all three shows and
not forgetting our very own Mr Waghorn who was Musical Director for Barnum and Legally Blonde, leading the
most professional-sounding bands which included many of our instrumental Instructors.
It was great to see so many of our staff attending and enjoying these shows and supporting our pupils. Many of
our pupils and FPs played leading roles and their performances were absolutely outstanding - we are all very
proud!
Congratulations to the following pupils who I'm sure have gained a great deal of experience and development by
being involved in these exciting shows:
Barnum :- Marceli Guziewicz, Paul Maitland (S6 leavers)
Starlight:- Rebecca Dewar, Taylor Forbes, Chloe Robertson
Legally Blonde:- Rachael Adam, Rachel Baldie, Bethany Cameron, Chloe Colligan, Marceli Guziewicz, Paul
Maitland, Caitlin McGechie, Aleceia McGouldrick, Rachel Millar, Aimee Brown, Samantha Wilson.

The Scottish Ensemble - Workshop
Three of our pupils were involved in a workshop with 'The Scottish Ensemble' in Brechin High School: Tia Wilson
S2, Taylor Forbes S4 and Eve Finnan S4 who all play violin. It was a fantastic experience for them and they were
an absolute credit to Morgan Academy. All pupils from Dundee Schools who took part were invited to perform in
the Premier of a new work called 'Tempest' which was played at the Scottish Ensemble Concert in the Caird Hall
on Wednesday 7th September.

Drama Trip To Dundee Rep Theatre
Mr Gillespie accompanied Senior pupils to the Rep to see The Cheviot The Stag And The Black, Black Oil. Pupils
also attended a workshop in the Rep during the afternoon before the evening performance.

Rock and Pop Competition 2016
Congratulations to Rachel Miller and Rachael Adam who won the competition with a beautiful duet of an Adele
song. The whole evening on the last week of term was a superb event illustrating the talents of our young people
musically. A well organised evening enjoyed by the audience and hosted excellently. Every pupil who stepped on
the stage should be proud of his or her efforts.

Remembrance day service
Josh and Rachel, School Captains attended the Remembrance Service at Stobswell Church. The pupils laid a
wreath on behalf of the school community and both Josh and Rachel read a poem as part of the service. In
addition, some of our pupil choir accompanied by Richard Waghorn supported the service. All did Morgan
Academy proud.

Rotary Vocalist of the Year
Two of our pupils (Rachael Adam, Vice Captain and Rachel Millar, School Captain) competed in the Rotary
Vocalist of the Year competition.
Both pupils performed excellently in the semi-final and so progressed to the final. Rachel Millar came second in
the final - securing a place in the District competition (Tayside) in February 2017. Rachel was the only pupil from a
DCC school to progress to the next stage. We are delighted for her. She worked very hard at her programme and
sang superbly. The music department will keep us up to date with the dates/times of the next round.

Dundee Final - Rotary Young Musician
Jamie White (S6) was fortunate enough to be one of the eight talented young players who won through to the
final after playing the trumpet in the semi-final against pupils from all Dundee Secondary Schools and the High
School Of Dundee. Adjudicator Jerry Randalls and a large audience were treated to an eclectic mixture of music
from piano and violin to drum kit, clarinet and flute.
The Dundee Instrumental Final of the Rotary Young Musician of the Year took place in the University Chaplaincy.
Composers from Bach and Beethoven to Rush’s Neil Peart and Miles Davis featured in a superb display of
Dundee’s instrument talent. Jamie played very well but unfortunately didn’t make it through to the final. The
adjudicator commented on an outstanding evening of music by very gifted young performers and he thanked the
music staff and parents for all the support they gave our fine young musicians.

Christmas Tree lights switch on
A hugely successful event celebrated with the Lord Provost, local councillors, our primary colleagues and
Stobswell Forum members. Music was provided by the music department, our pupil choir and the primaries. It
was a delight to hear the Christmas Carols and got us all into the festive spirit. Well done to all involved in the
organisation and a thank you to those who attended.

Christmas Music Concert
It really was a great success again and the talent on display, as those who attended can testify, was
outstanding. There was a large audience of parents/grandparents etc. in the hall who enjoyed 15 items of various
Music. This included:











Senior Wind Band
Junior Wind Band
Senior Rock Band
Junior Rock Band
Guitar Group
String Trio
Ukuleles
Staff & Pupil Choir
Senior Vocal Group
Soloists

Thanks to Mrs Simpson, Mr Waghorn and the rest of the Music Department and instructors for their organisation
and dedication over the last few weeks and months to rehearsing. Most of this rehearsing is achieved at
lunchtimes and after school and the pupils were a credit to their teachers and instructors.
Thanks also to the Art Department for decorating the stage and giving the whole evening a Christmas feel.

Frere Jacques - at the Christmas Concert
Some pupils from a French class took part in a ukelele session with their teachers ( Mrs. Muirhead, Mr. Ansquer )
during the Christmas concert. They performed "Frere Jacques" singing and playing beatifully.
The pupils were :


Stephanie Kerr



Molly Dickson



Aqsa Abdullah



Joseph Abel



Connor Bruce



Kyle Brown



David Colligan



Eugenio Strods



and special mention to Adam Boyack who finished the song with an amazing solo!

European Day of Languages Competition S1

The Morgan Academy Modern Languages Department held a competition for all S1 pupils to investigate a
European country and create a poster or model to celebrate the European Day of Languages 2016.
Well done to all those who took part.
The winning entries were:


Katie Close and Damie Joyce



Max Thomson



Ryan Dolby



Aimee McBride



Rachel Bain



Chelsea Elliot

The following pupils also created models so get a special mention:


Marylou das Chagas-e-Silva



Kayla Paterson



Erin McGowan



Amie Anderson



Oliwia Szychulska



Megan White

All pupils! Don’t forget to ask your teacher for the new ‘linguascope’ password and have fun using it over the
holidays.

National 4 Biology Trip
This term 20 pupils from the schools National 4 Biology course visited the local water treatment plant. The trip
was a huge success with the pupils engaging with the presenter Mike Warden asking a multitude of questions
and thoroughly enjoying all bar one part of the visit. That part was the smell as they learned how agricultural
fertiliser was upcycled from the left over waste. The pupils were a credit to Morgan Academy and as a result this
trip will be an annual event incorporated into the National 4 course.

DACC George R Donald Schools’ Enterprise Challenge
WEDNESDAY 9 NOVEMBER 2016
In November, Lauryn Baldie, Casey Morrison, Azeem Muhammed and Paul Pomeroy represented Morgan
Academy in this annual event. This year a total of 17 schools participated and although they were not winners
on this occasion, all participated enthusiastically and the standard of their final presentation was excellent.
This was a wonderful opportunity for the Dundee Chamber members and the young people from Dundee and
Angus secondary schools to work together and to help to ignite their passion for business and enterprise.
Pupils tackled a live business challenge in a very competitive environment – working to tight deadlines and
presenting to a panel of local business people. They were also given the opportunity to interact with and gain
practical advice from professionals both during and after the challenge. Our thanks to MMG Archbold, Chartered
Accountants, who were our sponsor business on the day.
All 4 were a credit to Morgan Academy. Thanks also to Mrs Frendo who accompanied them on the day.

Tinkercad - 3D modelling software
One of our first year classes from last session had taken part
in the BBC Build it Scotland Competition and had their model
of the Morgan Academy building displayed at the McManus
Gallery in Dundee (shown on the right).
It was great to see all the other entries placed on the map of
Scotland along with our Morgan Academy. The Morgan
Academy was designed by pupils in S1 using Tinkercad 3D
modeling software and then finally 3D Printed by Alistair
Wilson from the Library Service.

Snowmen, Christmas Trees and Mobile Phone Speakers
The S5/6 Woodworking Skills class have been busy making Snowmen and Christmas Trees to improve their
woodturning skills and make them feel in the Christmas mood.

They have also been testing out a
new wooden mobile phone
speaker project which we will be
completing with S3 classes in the
new year:

Autodesk Showcase
Our pupils this session have been introduced to Autodesk Showcase which is an industry-standard, powerful
graphics visualisation and presentation software. Pupils have produced some very good results using this as part
of their Graphic Communication course in S2, S3, S4 and S5.

Laser cutter and 3D printer
Soon the Design and Technology Department will be equipped with a flatbed laser cutter and a 3D printer which
will greatly enhance the manufacturing capabilities of our department. Pupils will be able to use this up to date
CNC technology to create interesting and personalised projects. Knowledge of these processes will also relate
well to the world of work in manufacturing where much of the work is completed using CNC machines.

Active Schools
This has been an extremely busy start to the School year with 16 different clubs on offer to the pupils and
Football teams for all age groups actively competing! Thanks to all staff and volunteers (including pupil coaches)
for giving our pupils so much choice in activities to get active!
This year we have started an inter-house programme on Friday lunchtimes with Morgan Academy Young
Ambassadors, Chelsea Grubb and Shonagh Quinton running the event with support from the PE department. We
have had Netball and S1 and S2 Table Tennis events.
Mains won the S2 Table Tennis, Cortachy were victorious in the netball tournament and also the S1 Table Tennis
event.
Our Netball teams have been busy with league games. The S3-S4 team (pictured below) have won and narrowly
lost games vs Craigie High School.

The girls have really progressed as a team with coaching from Rhian, a student from Dundee and Angus College,
this year.

Our S1-S2 team have been playing well against Harris, Baldragon and St Johns. Here is a picture from Monday
nights event at DISC (minus Rosie Lloyd and Isla McDougall)
Thanks also to Atiya Rubanni and Seonaid Grant who have been great helping with umpiring the games at the
leagues and to our S4 netball players who have helped with scoring at the events also.

Morgan also recently took part in the Showcase the Street dance crew battle. This took place at Fat Sams Live
and the girls had to ‘battle’ against crews from Baldragon Academy, Braeview Academy and the Collective
Dance group. The judges included Turbo from Got to Dance and Morgan did very well to finish in second
place. Pictured to the right are:









Rachel Bain
Eilidh Hynes
Leah Johnston
Lori Wright
Ava Glennie
Aimee McBride
Destiny Cattanach
Brooke Brougham

S4 PDA Residential to Outward Bound Loch Eil August 2016
In August 11 of our S4 pupils attended a 5-day residential course at Outward Bound Loch Eil as part of their S4
Personal Development Award course. During the week they took part in many challenging activities including
gorge-walking, canoeing, abseiling and climbing, culminating in an expedition to Smirisay Beach on the
Ardnamurchan peninsula where they camped on Wednesday night. Well done to all 11 pupils on facing and
overcoming the challenges they were presented with. All 11 pupils were awarded Outward Bound Trust
certificates in recognition of their effort and application. Special mention for Kaitlin Stewart (4M2) who was
awarded a scholarship from the Outward Bound Trust to attend a 3 week Skills for Life course in the future.
Kaitlin was awarded this scholarship as she gave of her best at all times throughout the week and her potential
was recognised by the Outward Bound Staff. Thanks go to Mr McLaughlin and Mrs Dixon from SfL for
accompanying the pupils on this unforgettable experience.
Camping at Smirisay beach:

S3/4 PDA Christmas Fayre
This year’s Christmas Fayre was held in the school hall on Friday 2nd December. The Fayre was the culmination
of months of hard work by the S3/S4 PDA pupils’ in both planning an event and producing quality items to sell.
The Fayre raised over £450 which the pupils will distribute to local charities over the coming weeks.

S1 Survivor’s Group
Mrs Dixon and Leanne Bell (ERW) with the support of Mr Currie have been spending Thursday morning’s
learning about bush craft and survival skills in Templeton Woods. One challenge was to design and build a
shelter that would protect from bad weather and low temperatures. A further challenge was to cook sausages
and marshmallows on a fire they had built themselves. The boys were led in this activity by Mike Spencer, an
outdoor learning specialist, using only a flint for that vital spark. The group then collected kindling and logs to
keep the blaze going. Over the weeks the boys have proved themselves to be resilient and enthusiastic despite
the rain and cold – the hot chocolate provided each week by staff probably helps!

Duke Of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme 2016-17
This year, our Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Programme began with our Silver Group having to relocate their
assessment expedition to a new route in the Angus Glens. They undertook an interesting and varied journey
that ran from the Spittal of Glenshee to Glen Prosen. Mr and Mrs Bowser, Mr and Mrs Frendo, Mr Davidson
and Mrs Spencer provided supervision throughout the expedition and our six hardy candidates completed their
three days successfully. We would like to thank Mrs Spencer very much for all her hard work and service in
leading our Silver Award candidates through their awards. We offer her our congratulations and wish her well
as she leaves Morgan Academy to take up her new promoted post as Depute Head Teacher at Rockwell in
January.

Our annual Bronze Award taster activities afternoon went ahead successfully in October, thanks to another
great team of staff volunteers. Mr Thomson and Miss Dunlop were able to offer four back-to-back outdoor
games of Ultimate Frisbee. The Bronze Expedition leaders: Mr Plaice-Inglis, Mr De Klerk and Mr Allan
supervised our current S4 Bronze pupils as they shared their expedition experiences with the new S3 recruits.
Thanks go to Mr Tait for assessing all their entertaining presentations. Mrs Muirhead, in the Music
Department, once again provided four entertaining ukulele workshops. Thanks to Mrs Valentine, we were also
able to offer our S3 candidates a knitting and crocheting workshop in the Art Department for the first time.
Thanks also go to Mrs Kirsty Keay from the Dundee Volunteer Centre who delivered interesting and interactive
workshops on the subject of volunteering and helped our new recruits to think about the wide variety of
volunteering opportunities that are available to them in Dundee. As a result of this recruitment event, 28 new
S3 Bronze participants have now enrolled to start their Bronze Award challenge in 2017.

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Morgan Academy 2017
calendars - Only £6!
Following the success of last year’s Gold Award group who
canoed four days of the Great Glen, from Fort William to
Inverness, a new group of eight senior pupils are now
embarking on their Gold Award. They have begun to raise
funds to finance the cost of the instruction and equipment
hire for their proposed two four day canoe expeditions.
Our new colourful Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Morgan
Academy 2017 calendars feature scenes from some of our
expeditions and are going on sale shortly at the cost of
£6.00 each. They can be ordered from me directly by
emailing piers.bowser@dundeecity.gov.uk.

LGBT Chartermark

As part of our drive for equality and the national policy of “ Getting It Right For Every Child “, Morgan Academy
is working towards the LGBT Youth Scotland Bronze Chartermark. A number of staff, led by Mr Wallace will be
reviewing and revising policy, as well as looking at how to progress with this project. Recently, a number of
pupils have “ signed up “ for the pupil group and in the new year, will look towards compiling an equality policy
based on the pupil voice. The school is keen to ensure that the practices of the chartermark are properly
embedded in our everyday practices and policies, and so will be taking time to work thoroughly work through
the requirements, in order to fully benefit the pupils. Craigie High School have already achieved the bronze
chartermark, and we are fortunate that they are willing to share their good practice with us.

